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FOR GAINING TUE 


Grand Jubilee of the Holy Yeer, cele- 

brated at Rome anno 1775, and 

x tended to the univerſal Church anno 
1776, by his Holineſs Pius VI. 
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life). Scek ye lie Lord, while he is to be found; 
call upon him whale he is near. Let the wicked man 
forſake lis, ibu, and the ung! man his thoughts ; and 
let him return to the Lord, and he will habe mercy on 
him. Iſaiah iv. 
0 horſe of Iſracl be converted, anc! do penance for 
all jour iniquities ;---caft away from you all your iran}. 
grelf: Gus z at make to hole a new keart, aud 
a new ſpiri tt : aud why wil % die, 0 ho'fe of 1/1 nel ? 
For I deſcre not the dent of kim that dicih, fats the 
Lord Got, return ye and lice. Exckicl xvii... 
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INSTRUCTIONSAnd DIRECTIONS 


For gaining the 
8 U B ILE FE, Anno 1776. 


of 


3 was appointed by the divine Law 
in the twenty-fifth chapter of T.evi- 
ticus, that every fiſtieth year ſhould be 
ſanktified to the Lord as a Jubilee Year, 
that is a year of reſt and remiſſion, in the 
way of a general releaſe and diſcharge 
from all debts, and all bondage, and a 
reinſtating of every man in his former 
poſſeſſions. 'The Holy Ghoſt, who, as 
Jeſus Chriſt has promiled (S. John xiv. 
16, 26. and xvi. 13), ever guides and 
directs his Church, has inſpired its chief 
paſtors to inſtitute allo a Jubilee Yea» 
amongſt Chriſtians ; not for the freeing 
them from their worldly debts, or their 
corporal bondage ; or reſtoring them to 
the earthly goods they had formerly pol- 
ſeſſed; but for the diſcharge of their 
ſpiritual debts they owe to "the divine 
juſtice, for loofing the bonds of their 
hus, releaſing them from the ſlavery of 
ſatan. and reſtoring them to all thoſe 
goods of divine grace from which thev 
have unhappily fallen. And all this by 
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virtue of the commiſſion and power given 
by Chnft our Lord to St. Peter and bis 


lucceſthrs in the ofhce of chief paſtors of 


the Church, in theſe words, St. Mat. xvi. 
19. To thee I witli give ihe keys % lle 
einge heaven, Ant! whutfytoer l. 4; 
halt bind upon earth fail be bound a. 70 
in leur; and ® hatſer Ter luci 2 looſe 
%o n ear: h, hall be loofed a in heaver. 
Which unlimited power of looking etl 
fuch bonds as may hinder anv one from 
enterine into the kingdom of heaven is 
put in full execution by the grant of a 
Jubilee (attended with all proper cir- 
cumſtances} in favour of all true peni— 
tems, who by the facramental abloluti n 
they then receive (no cafes being at that 
time reſerved), arc looked from the whote 
guilt of their ins. and the cternal Pu- 
niſhment due to that guilt: and by the 
plenary indlulgence of "the Jubilce, are 
allo diſcharged from the debt of tempo- 
ral poniſhment. which las the Cath lic 
Church has always believed) often re- 
mains due to divine juſtice altes the gullt 
18 . See 2 Samuel xu. 10, 11, 
12, 13. 75 

Our * Father Pome Pius VI. who. 
Kcording to the cuſtum of his er 


lers. 
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ſors, granted this laſt year a general Ju- 
| bilee in favour of all thoſe who during 
the courſe of that year, 1775, reſorted 
to Rome ; and being truly penitent for 
all their ſins. confeſſed them to a prieſt 
duly approved, and received worthily 
the holy communion ; viſiting for fifteen 
days (either continued or interrupted) 
the four principal Churches, and there 
devoutly praying for the exaltation of our 
holy mother the Church; for the pur- 
ging of the world from errors; for the 
peace and concord of Chriftian Princes ; 
and for the general welfare and falvation 
of all Chriſtian people ; has been pleaſed 
in the beginning of this preſent year, to 
open the trealure of the Church, and to 
extend the like grant of a general Jubilee 
to all the faithful throughout the whole 
world; who being in like manner truly 
pemtent, ſhould perform the like condi- 
tions in their reſpective diſtricts; not ex- 
cepting from this grant thoſe who had 
already gained the 2 at Rome, or 
elſewhere 

The time Lis Holineſs has allotted for 
gaining the Jubilee, with all the privi- 
leges annexed to It, is the ſpace of fix 
whole months, to be computed from the 
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day of the ſolemn publiſhing of it in cach 


dioceſe or diſtrict : which in the diſtrict 


of L-----n will be on the fourth Sunday 
of Lent, the 17th of March. In any 
part of the ſpace of theſe fix months the 

ubilce may be gained. by vitimg for 
fifteen days (continued or interrupted) 
the churches appointed bv the biſhop, 
and there devoutly praying for the in- 
temtions ſpecified above, and performing 
he rcR of the conditions. But it can be 
obtained but once in that {pzce of time. 
During the time of the Jubilec, all prieſts 


duly approved by the biſhop. for hearing 


the confeſſions of the faithful have a ge- 


neral power of abſolving from all reſerved 
caſes and eenſures all fuch perſons 
as apply to them in order to gain the 
Jubilee, and of changing all vows, ex- 
cept thoſe of chaſtity and religion, into 
other pious works. And all perſons, 
whether ſecular or religious, of every 


order. inſtitute, or ſocictv, are licenſed 


to chooſe for the abi which they 
deſire to make for the gaining the ſubi- 
lee. and for the abſolving hom from all 


relerved caſes, any prielt approved by 


the biſhop. whether ſecular or regular, 


of their own or any Other order, all 
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ſtatutes, laws, cuſtoms, or ordinances to the 
contrary notwitl. ſtanding. And all ap- 
prov ed confeſſors have a power of dif- 
penſing with clericks in any ſecret irre- 
gularity, which they may have incurred 
| by the violation of the cenſures of the 
Church, or of their eccleſiaſtical ſupe- 
riors. 

They that by being abroad, or at ſea, 
have been hindered from gaining the 
Fubilce within the fix months, may gain 
it aſterwards, by performing the other 
conditiors, and viſiting fifteen times the 
Church or Chapel of the place where 
they ſhall then reſide. 

Now as to the conditions required on 
the part of the faithful that they may 
eftettually gain the Jubilee, the firſt and- 
moſt eſſential of all is. that they be true 
penttenis, by turning from all their evil 
ways with their whole hearts; by re- 
nouncing and deteſting their ſins, and 
baving 2 hearty ſorrow for them ; toge- 
ther with a full determination to lead a 
new life for the future ; to fly from all 

their cuſtomary offences, and the imme- 
diate occaſions of them; and ſeriouſl 

to do penance for their paſt tranſgrel- 
tons, Ihis is that great virtue of peni- 


| cence, 
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tence, which ever was and ever will be 
abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation for all 
that have fallen into mortal fin : without 


it, as our Lord himſelf poſitively de- 


clares (St. xiii. 3, 5), we ſhall all pt 
Hence all ſuch Chriſtians exclude 

themſelves from having any ſhare in the 

benefit of the Juvilee, as refuſe to re- 


nounce their finful habits of impurity, 


drunkenneſs, profane ſwearing, detrac- 
tion, &c. All ſuch as perſiſt in the prac- 
tice of uſury, extortion, oppreſſion of 
the poor, or of any way whatſoever 
of wronging or over-reaching their neigh- 


bours, either in buying or ſelling, or in 


any other contracts: all ſuch as will not 


forgive their enemies; or pay their juſt 
_ debts, or reſtore their ill. -gotten goods ; 


or put away from them the immedi- 
ate occaſions of their crimes ; all ſuch as 


continue to exhibit or frequent immo- 
deſt ſhews or plays; all ſuch as ſlight 


or neglett the precepts of the Church of 


Cod. and live in habits of breaking the 
faſts of command, and eating meat on 
Saturdays or other days of abſtinence 
without juſt diſpenſation; in a word, all 
ſuch as reſule to comply with any part of 
* duty to which they are obliged 

under 


("I | 
under mortal fin. Let no man here de- 
ceive himſelf : God is not to be mocked: 
they that wilfully continue to be his ene- 
mics by fin. in ſpite of his moſt preſſing 
calls, and all the oraces he offers them 
at theſe times of mercy, have nothing 
elſe to expect from the abuſe of the 
Jubilee, but the judgments of heaven, 
inſtead of the remiſſion of their fins. 
For no ſin can be remitted without true 
repentance, and the pumſhment due to 
fin can never bc remitted as long as a 
perſon wilfully perfilts in the guilt of it. 

The next condition required for gain- 
ing the Jubilee is, that the faithful join 
with the blue of penance the ſacrament of 
penonce. by an humble confeſſion of all 
their ſins to a prieſt duly approved by 
the biſhop, in order to receive abſo- 
luton from them. Now as to the qua- 
lity of this conſeſſion, it muſt be accom- 
pamed wich all the conditions neceſſarv 
for its acceptance with God ; ſuch as a 
diligent preparation by prayer, and ex- 
amination of conſcience; a hearty con- 
trition and repentance, with a firm reſo- 
lution of a new life, and a ſincerity and 
Integrity. in the accuſation, without con- 


cealing 


G 
cealing or diſguiſing any part of the guilt, 
or number of the fins. 

And here it is earneſtly recommended 
both to penitents and their directors, ſe- 
riouſly to conſider how far a general 
confeſſion of the ſins of their whole lives 
may be expedient, or even neceſſary 

upon this occaſion. For though ſuch a 


cConſeſſion of the whole hfe be not ab- 


ſolutely infiſted upon for the gaining of 
the Jubilee; and in ſome cafes might 
not even be adviſable, for fear of en- 
tangling timorous conſciences in inex- 
tricable ſcruples: yet as to the genera- 
lity of Chriſtians, the beſt ſpiritualiſts 
agree, that ſuch a general confeſſion 
once at leaſt in life is highly expedient; 
and ſurely never more ſo than in the 
time of a Jubilee. But it is not only 
expedient, but abſolutely neceſſary to a 
great number of Chriſtians, who have 
juſt reaſon to apprehend for the validity 
of their paſt confeſſions; either through 
want of preparation, or want of contri- 
tion and true change of heart, or want of 
a ſerious reſolution of amendment; or 
want of ſincerity; either becauſe they 
have wilfully concealed their fins, or 
affected to diſguiſe their guilt, ſo as not 

| | 0 
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to be underſtood. For ſuch as theſe 
can have no ſecurity for their ſouls but in 
a good general confeſſion, And in order 
to perform this well, after praying to God 
to dire them in their choice, 
ought to betake themſelves to ſome 
zealous and prudent confeffor, who may 
not only help them in making their con- 
ſeſſion, but effectually put them in the 
way of entering upon a new life ; even 
ſuch a life which by perſevering therein 
may bring them to life everlaſting. 

The third condition required for gain- 
ing the Jubilee is, that the faithful after 
having tried and proved themſelves, and 
_ cleared their ſouls from the guilt of their 
fins by the virtue and facrament of pe- 
nance, ſhould worthily receive the pre- 

cious body and blood of Chriſt in the 
holy commumion, in order to unite them- 
ſelves with Jeſus Chriſt, ſo that hence- 


forth they may abide in him, and he in 
them. St. John vi. 57. Where note, 
that children, who have not yet been 
admitted to the holy commumon, may 
nevertheleſs partake of the grace of the 
Jubilee, becauſe their conſeſſors are au- 
thoriſed to change in their regard the 


Con- 
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condition of communion into fume other 
devotion ſuitable to their capacity. | 
Thefourth condition required for gaining 
the Jubilee 1s viſiting certain churches, ap- 
pointed by the biſhop, for fiſteen days; 
and there devoutly praying for the in- 
tentions preſcribed by his Holineſs, viz. 
for the bleſhng and grace of God upon 
the whole ſtate of the Catholic Church ; 
for bringing back all ſtray ing ſouls to the 


ways of unity and truth ; for peace be- 


tween Chriſtian Princes ; and the general 


welfare of all Chriſtian people both for 
time and eternity. But as the circum- 


ances of Catholics here will not allow 
them to viſit four different Churches for 
fiſteen days, according to what is regu- 
zarly required in other countries, we are 


| licenſed to reduce and regulate theſe 
viſits, and change them in ſuch manner 
as the ſtate and condition of the faithful 


in this diſtrict will admit of. 

Wherefore inſtead of viſiting four 
Churches for fifteen days, and offering 
up prayers in each of them for the in- 


tentions above-mentioned. it is allowed 
in this diſtrict, that the faithſul, both in 


town and country, may obtain the be- 


nefit of the Jubilee, by viſiting any one 
chapel. 


an hour in devout uy 
4 


(3 
chapel, public or private, ſor fiſteen 


| days, continued or interrupted 3, and em- 


ploying there, at each viſit, about half 
er for the remii- 
fion of their fins, ; the intentions of 
his Holineſs ſpecified above: and that 


| where the circumſtances of 8 or 
place will not ſuffer them to vii 


ſo oſten 
any chapel or place of worſhip, they 
may gain the Jubilee by performing 
thele devotions at home, for the like ſpace 
of fifteen days. It is alſo allowed that 
theſe devotions may be reduced and a- 


| bridged in favour of the ſick, or others, 


who are not able to perform them ; at 


the diſcretion of their paltors or con- 


feſſors. 
As to the particular prayers to be 


offered to God for the intentions f 


the Jubilee, they are leſt to every 
one's choice. They may ſay ſuch as ſuit 
beſt with their devotion, the litanies, or 
penitential pſalms, or rofary, or any 
other approved prayers ; or without any 
form of words may pray mentally , only 
they muſt take care to dire their prey ers 
for the intentions above ſpecified. 

As to the order to be obſerved in per- 


forming the conditions preſcribed for 


gaining 


64 
gaining the Jubilee, it is left to each 
one's diſcretion, whether they will make 
their confeſſion and communion before 
or after the other devotions. But it is 
certainly moſt adviſable to begin with 
repentance and confeſſion ; that ſo their 
prayers, being performed in the ſtate of 
grace, may be more acceptable to God, 
and more beneficial both to themſelves, 
and to their neighbours. And ſpecial 
care muſt be taken that they be-in a 
ſtate of grace, at leaſt when they are con- 
cluding the devotions of the Jubilee; 
otherwiſe they deprive themſelves of the 
benefit of it. 
It remains that we ſhould all give ear, 
upon this occaſion, to the admonition of 
the Spirit of God, ſpeaking to us by St. 
Paul, 2 Cor. vi. 2. We exhort you that you 
receive not the grace of God in vain : for 
he faith: In an acceptable time I have 
| heard thee: in the day of ſalvation I have 
| helped thee. Behold now is the acceptable 
time, now is the day of ſalvation. It is now 
that we are all ſummoned by the vice- 
gerent of Chriſt, in the name of Chriſt 
himſelf, to turn from all our evil ways, 
and to be converted to the Lord with 
Our whole heart. It is now that all the 
V' | treaſuxes 


( is } 
treaſures of heaven are laid open iff fa- 
vour of thoſe that hearken to theſe ſum 
mons. Now all paſtors, preachers, an 
confeſſors are called upon to exert them · 
ſelves in preaching true penance by 
word and example, to all the faithful: 
now they muſt cry out without 
to all ſinners, and put them in mind of 
their manifold debts to divine juſtice ; 
and of the judgments which they have 


*Y reaſon to apprehend are hanging over 
e; their heads, and will quickly fall upon 


be — them, if they do not in a proper manner 

lay hold of the mercy offered them at this 
1ime. Now the prieſts of God muſt pro- 
of ſtrate themſelves before the altar, to beg 
ng for themſelves, and for all the fouls com- 


. mitted to their charge, that true peni- 
bd tential ſpirit, which has fo often produ- 
* ced in the time of Jubilees ſo many 
= remarkable converſions of ſinners, and 


ze ſuch as have been atteſted by the entire 
change of their lives. Now alſo all che 
people of God muſt join in prayer for 
in the ſame great end, and beg that Grace 
_ for all the world, that no one may ne- 
10 glett or paſs by this time of mercy and 
he falvation. Thouſands will never have 
dhe like opportunity again: and thoſe 
thar 


( 


chat negleft the preſent offer of merey, 
havefcafon to apprehend they ſh. Il dear- 
y repent it Kher it is too late. 

As t6 the reſt, for the benefit of as 
many of the faithfüif as deſire to ſpare no 
pains fo fecure to theinſelves the grace 
of the Jubilee, we have reprinted the 
thirty medlilations firft publiſhed on occa- 
flor of the grand Fubilee in 1751; in 
order to determine the Chriſtian foul to 
turn from fin to God; and to fix her in 
4 happy teſolution of dedicating herſelf 
tencelorwotd in good earneſt to the love 
and fervice of ber maker. Wich which 
we have joined fone other prayers and 
devotions, proper to be recited in the 
time of fiibilees, or other Indulgences, 
which we recommend to the faithful on 
the preſent occaſion. 1 
We thall only add, that the faithful 

ſhould not ſeparate on this occaſion faſt- 
ing, and alms according to their ability, 
from their other performances. For 
though theſe are not exprelsly preſcribed 
in the grant of this Jubilec, yet being the 
regular affendants of penance. and the 
moſt powerful means of obtaining mercy, 
key ought not to be negleQed in this 
dme of defiance, in which we are ſning 
or meicy. "POST- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


As the extenſion of this grand Jubilee 
of the holy year, is deſigned by his Ho- 
line(s for all the faithful throughout the 
world, who ſhall comply with the condi- 
tions ſpecified in the grant: we take this 


' occaſion to notify the ſame to the Catho- 


lics of the Britiſh Weſt India Iſlands, and 
of the Colonics of North America : tothe 
end that their paſtors may diſpoſe and 


prepare them to welcome ſo great 2 


0 . * e 


grace: That they may alſo appoint for 
them the fix months for the gaining the 
Jubilee; and inſtruct them in the manner 
of performing all the requiſite conditions; 
regulating their fifteen-days viſits and de- 
votions, as they ſhall ſee we have done 
here for the L-----n diſtrict; and chang- 
ing into other good works, or diſpenſing 
with what part of theſe conditions the 
eircumſtances of places or perſons will 
not allow them to comply with, 

Let us all then now go, with confidence 
nn our great-high prieſt who hath paſſed into 

the heavens, Tejus the Son of God, to the 
ſu one of grace ; that we ma obtain mercy, 
and fm grace in ſeaſonable aid. Heb. iv. 
[3 Ke. 
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